*    THE CORONATION    *

the centre of the small arena, and address the audience
as follows:

' "If you wish to see the remaining and most re-
markable part of the exhibition, I leave it to your
generosity to contribute a little more. There is the plate,
ladies and gentlemen; doji't be afraid of throwing in your
money, I shall not be afraid of picking ifrup!" In re-
sponse, coppers would be sure to come rolling in. Then,
looking at the plate, Malabar would say, "Ah, I see there
is so much. If you will make it up to level money, up
goes the donkey. Tuppence more, ladies and gentlemen;
only tuppence more, and up goes the donkey!" The cop-
pers would be forthcoming, the donkey balanced in the
air, and then the show was cleared for another audience.

'On the second morning of the fair, it was found that
somebody had stolen Malabar's donkey. All efforts to re-
cover the animal proved vain, and, so that the show
might be kept on, and to avoid grumbling, it was ar-
ranged that I should take the donkey's place. I did so
successfully once or twice, and was duly balanced in
mid-air, at the top of the ladder, on the chin, forehead,
shoulder and arm of the juggler.

'ButMalabar was given to drink, and business being
brisk and coin abundant, he one day indulged too freely
in beer. I did not notice his condition till after my own
little performance, and I had started to ascend the
balanced ladder. When I did perceive what had hap-
pened, my nerves gave way just as I was clutching the
sixteenth rung. Malabar lost the balance, and down I
came, ladder and all, upon the heads of the spectators.
The show was broken up for the night, and, in fact,
altogether. Malabar drank enormously, and did not
show again while the fair lasted. Worst of all, I never
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